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CONFIDENTIAL TOKYO 16514 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, OGEN 

SUBJECT: LOS: SEABED GROUP OF FIVE 
REF: STATE 237904 

1. FONOFF (AKIMOTO, UN BUREAU, SOCIA AFFAIRS DIVISION) 

INFORMED EMBASSY THAT SUBSEQUENT TO EMBASSY'S MAKING 
POINTS IN REFTEL FONOFF RECEIVED ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FROM 
RATINER ON SEABED GROUP OF FIVE MEETING WHICH INDICATED FEB 
1 1 DATE WAS UNSUITABLE FOR FRENCH. AS CONSEQUENCE, JAPANESE 
PREFER MEETING JAN 21. IF JAN 21 NOT AGREEABLE, JAPANESE 
COULD ATTEND MEETING AT END OF FEBRUARY OR EARLY MARCH. 
AKIMOTO NOTED THAT LOS SESSION IS SCHEDULED TO BEGIN FEB 
25; IF THAT DATE REMAINS FIRM, JAPANESE WOULD PREFER CON- 
VENING GROUP OF FIVE MEETING IMMEDIATELY AFTER CONCLUSION 
OF LOS MEETING. REGARDING LOCATION, JAPANESE, FOR 
FINANCIAL REASONS, PREFER US SITE: FIRST CHOICE - 
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NEW YORK; SECOND CHOICE - WASHINGTON. DESPITE 
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PREFERENCE, LONDON WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE. 

SHOESMITH 
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